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a general sense of insecurity and apprehension throughout
Europe, were not made in good faith. Any proposal
therefore to limit German naval expenditure, though
British expenditure would be correspondingly reduced,
he took to be a most impertinent interference in Germany's
internal affairs. Whatever England chose to do, Germany
should go on building at the accelerated rate laid down
in her last naval estimates.

The King was going for his annual cure to Marienbad
in August, and, as he intended first to visit the Emperor
of Austria at Ischl to congratulate him on his Diamond
Jubilee, it was wiser to spend a few hours with his nephew
at Friedrichshof on the way; he arrived in the morning
and resumed his journey after dinner. He hoped to
have an amicable discussion on naval expenditure, and
took with him two memoranda which Sir Edward Grey
had prepared. But when the King introduced the subject
the Emperor only said that the German programme was
fixed by law and had to take its course, and he did not
show the slightest interest in Grey's memoranda. The
King tried another topic: he had heard that his cousin
Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria was thinking of throwing
off Turkish suzerainty and establishing himself as King
of an independent nation: what had William to say
about that ? William said that he was a vassal of the
Sultan, and in turn asked what the Emperor of Austria
would think of it. The second topic was therefore
abandoned, but Sir Charles Hardinge, who was with the
King, made a highly unsuccessful attempt to renew the
first. He suggested to the Emperor that Germany
and England might abandon any further shipbuilding, or
slow the programmes down, but the Emperor, showing